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bulk supply throughout the world was in accord with his original
plans. Rutherford paid a tribute to Ferranti's largeness of conception,
his original genius, his daring in execution, and his utter disregard
for self-aggrandisement and money-making.
On 7 March Rutherford wrote again to Stefan Meyer stating that he
hoped to visit Paris about the 24th and that he had arranged with
Debierne to get apparatus constructed so that Rutherford could try
his balance method of comparing radium standards. He arranged to
get away on the 24th so as to join his wife and Bragg at Havre for
a motor tour in the Pyrenees.
On 9 April Rutherford wrote to Stefan Meyer from Carcassonne
and told htm of a generous gift to meet the expense of the inter-
national radium standard, from Dr and Mrs Beilby, the parents of
Mrs Soddy.
Prof. W. H. Bragg had joined the Rutherfords in a "gorgeous trip
in France. It has been splendid", wrote Bragg, "and I can never
forget it and all the fun we had and the many varied experiences.
I never expected to go such a trip and can hardly believe I have actually
done so/'
Rutherford's letters to his mother during this summer give a vivid
picture of events which were described by him soon after they happened,
in letters that certainly were not written with a view to publication.
22 May 1912. The Royal Society is celebrating its 250th anniversary
about the middle of July in London. There will be delegates from the
Scientific Societies aU over the world and a number of garden parties
and receptions. The Kong is to receive the Council delegates at Windsor
Castle and as a member of the Council I shall probably attend. There
will be a garden party at Windsor by the King and a special service at
Westminster Abbey.
25 July. On arrival at Windsor we were shown through the state rooms
of the castle and after a very considerable walk we went out on to the
terrace and were marshalled for presentation to the Kine and Oueen.
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The ceremony was very simple. We went past and shook hands with